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Captain Rudolph M. Hecht (MC) A.U.S. was killed September 16, 1944, during
the performance of his duty with an Army Base Hospital in France. He was just
short of 39 years of age.
Graduated from the University of Chicago with the degree of B.S., he studied
medicine at the University of Illinois College of Medicine, receiving the degree of
M.D. in 1933. His interneship was served at the Michael Reese Hospital in
Chicago. Dr. Hecht was a qualified specialist in both allergy and dermatology.
He was an active member of the Society for Investigative Dermatology, of the
American Academy of Dermatology and Syphilology and of the American Asso-
ciation for the Study of Allergy (in addition to his membership in the recognized
local and national non-specialistic medical societies). His training and experi-
ence in the specialties were received in Chicago under the preceptorship of Dr.
Ben Z. Rappaport, and in New York at the Skin and Cancer Unit of the New
York Postgraduate Medical School and under the preceptorship of Dr. Marion
B. Sulzberger. On his return to Chicago after his derrnatologic training, he
became Instructor of Dermatology under Dr. Francis E. Senear in the Depart-
ment of Dermatology in the University of Illinois. He engaged in both teaching
and research, as well as private specialistic practice in Chicago until the time of his
entry on active duty status in the Army Medical Corps in October, 1942.
In his all too short career Dr. Hecht had already become a recognized con-
tributor of fundamental and important advances in immunology and dermatol-
ogy. His contributions included studies on the complex nature of the pollen
antigens, on the isolation of several distinct allergenic fractions in pollens, on the
absorption of pollen antigen from the gastrointestinal tract in man, on skin
sensitizations to simple chemicals, on the mode of transmission of fungous infec-
tions of the feet and groins and on sensitization to body-own substances (autoch-
thonous allergens). His works are of recognized merit and are well known and
widely quoted.
To have known Rudy Hecht personally was to love and admire him. Seldom
has there been so good a friend, so jolly a companion or vivacious and undaunted
a spirit, so quick and enthusiastic a student, so indefatigable and interested a
worker. When an older colleague of recognized attainments and contributions
dies, one is able to estimate the degree of the world's loss; when so promising a
young man as Hecht is cut off at the beginning of a brilliant career, the magni-
tude of this loss is incalculable.
We, his colleagues and friends, mourn the passing of Dr. Rudolph Hecht, and we
extend our sincerest sympathies to his wife, Kate Sulzberger Hecht, and to his
mother, Mrs. Lena Hecht, who were both his constant sources of strength and
inspiration.
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